
Programme for October 2009  

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

6 th  October   Speaker Evening -  Police  4 th  Ascent of Clee Hill  

13 th  October   Business Meeting  14 th  District Quiz Round 1   

20 th  October  Fellowship    

27 th  October  Scatter Week  Young Chef entries in by 31st  

3 rd  November  Recruitment   

10 th  November  Speaker TBD   

17 th  November  Business Meeting   

24 th  November  Fellowship   

Victor went on to outline his vision of 
ñProsperity for the Boroughò and talked 
about creating opportunities for young 
people to learn, grow, work and live locally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Sear, who proposed the vote of 
thanks, listens attentively as Victor 

makes a telling remark  
 

He talked about the work the council does 
in partnership with West Mercia Police and 
local communities to reduce crime and  said 
feedback suggests the majority of people 
are happy to live in Telford which has the 
lowest Council Tax rate in the region. 
 

After Victorôs talk a number of Rotarians 
asked questions about various aspects of 
the work of the council ranging from the 
approach to waste management to how the 
council ensures it offers Value For Money. 
 

Victor finished by saying he believed the 
Council was a ólistening councilô which 

Pictured below is Tania Mukherjee being 
welcomed to the family of Rotary by Club 
President Gill Eatough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tania, who is an IT professional working at 
Capgemini in the Telford Centre, is exactly 
the type of recruit we are actively seeking. 
 

Having attended a number of meetings and 
participated in various events including 
volunteering at V Festival and the recent 
Great Big Bike Ride as well as helping out 
on our stall at Wellington Carnival Tania 
realised this is a club of doers rather than 
talkers and that convinced her to join up. 

welcomes openness, honesty and 
challenge whilst recognising they canôt 
please everyone all the time.  

Welcome Tania  

PresidentõsPresidentõs  

Message...Message...  
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I am delighted to welcome Tania Mukherjee 
as our newly inducted member! We had the 
privilege of welcoming Tania to the club at 
our last meeting in September and I am sure 
she will be a great addition to Telford Centre.  
 

Can I stress how important it is that we 
continue to focus on membership and urge us 
all to try and seek out new recruits. 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome John 
Lewis back after a period of absence, he 
brings that great sense of humour with him 
and it is good to see him at our meetings. 
 
I think we all enjoyed the presentation by our 
latest speaker Victor Brownlees, Chief 
Executive of Telford and Wrekin Council. He 
was passionate about Telford and listened to 
people's viewpoints about key issues. We 
wish him every success in his new post. 
 

The Great Big Bike Ride saw a dry day dawn in 
early September and a big thank you to all of 
you who marshalled on the day. It is really 
good for the club to support these events and 
it gives us a high profile locally. 
 

Our next great challenge is the ascent of Clee 
Hill on the 4th October which will be a new 
venture replacing the occasional meeting 
with a weekend activity - suggestions 
welcome for the spring adventure!! 
 

Finally another mention must go to Sarah 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŎƻƻǇŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
Club Lotto winning the princely sum of £50. 
IŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
cheered him up a little. David Sear also 
managed a win but sadly only £10 on this 
occasion. Better luck next time David. 

 
Best wishes to you all - President Gill 
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on-road cycling on the way into Ironbridge. 
 
 
President Gill 
Eatough who was 
mobile marshal 
between Coalport 
and Bridgnorth  
 
 
 

Generous time was allowed to complete the 
circuits so that participants could relax in 
the cafes, pubs and other attractions of 
Ironbridge and the surrounding area. 

A rider picks up the route from one of 
the many signs supplied by the Rotary 
Club  

David Sear, Chairman of the Severn  
Hospice and a member of Telford Centre 
Rotary Club points a cyclist toward 
Bridgnorth on the 26 mile route  
 

The 100km ride was for the more serious 
cyclists and was a road route. Heading first 
to Severn Hospice in Apley Castle, cyclists 
continued into north Shropshire, looping 
round to Edgmond before returning to Blists 
Hill via Shifnal. 

On Saturday the 5th of 
September the roads and 
cycle paths of Shropshire 
were filled with cyclists of 
all ages taking part in The 
Great Big Bike Ride 
2009 to raise funds for the 

Severn Hospice and Telford Centre Rotary 
Club were again on hand providing 
marshals at key points along the way. 
 

This was the third year of the popular event 
which we organise in partnership with The 
Bicycle Hub  in Jackfield and the Severn 
Hospice  raising thousands of pounds 
through the efforts of the riders, who chose 
12 mile, 26 mile or 100km routes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riders register before the start of the 
Great Big Bike Ride  
 

All of the routes were circular, starting and 
finishing at Blists Hill Victorian Town. The 
12 mile route headed up to Telford Town 
Park then down to the Gorge via Madeley. 
Riders headed to Jackfield via the Iron 
Bridge, then completed the loop back up to 
Blists Hill. 
 

The 26 mile route was similar to the 12 
miles  but included a new stretch from 
Jackfield to Bridgnorth and back. 

 
T a k i n g  a 
breather at one 
of the many 
check -points 
along the way  
 

 
These two shorter routes relied heavily on 
cycle paths although both included some 

On 15th September we were lucky enough 
to be visited by Victor Brownlees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victor with President Gill Eatough  
 

Victor was recently appointed as Chief 
Executive of Telford and Wrekin having 
joined the Council two years ago as 
Director of Resources. He previously 
served as Chief Executive of Armagh City & 
District Council in Northern Ireland. 
 

Although from Northern Ireland Victor has 
spent many years working in England 
including spells at East Sussex Council and 
with Price Waterhouse. An Accountant by 
trade Victor is married to a retired US Army 
Colonel from Texas! 
 

Victor opened his talk by providing some 
basic statistics on the sheer scale of the 
council operation in the local area 
highlighting  the fact that the Council 
employs over 6,500 people spending over 
£100m p.a. on education from a total 
turnover of approximately £400m. 
 

He went on to say that the Council provides 
over 700 different services ranging from 
housing, schools, parks, roads and so on 
through to economic development, social 
care and the environment. 
 

Major concerns for the Council today are 
the rising numbers of NEETS (young 
people Not in Employment, Education or 
Training), the threat to the services 
provided at the Princess Royal Hospital and 
safeguarding vulnerable children where a 
30% growth in the last 2 years means that 
over 260 are now in council care. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Chapman, a friend of the Rotary 
Club, completing the 100km route on his 

3 wheeled contraption  
 

After the event Lucy Proctor, Community 
Fundraising Manager at Severn Hospice, 
commented: 
 

"The turnout was fantastic, with everyone from 
young children to grandfathers taking part. The 
more unusual bikes included a unicycle and a 
recumbent, although most people stuck to two 
wheels. Riders on the long distance route cycled 
the equivalent mileage of travelling from 
Telford to Warwick, but for some of the younger 
riders the 12 mile route was just as much of a 
challenge." 

"As well as congratulating all the riders who 
took part on the day, we would like to thank 
everybody who has sponsored them to help raise 
�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�X�Q�G�V���´ 

All funds raised on the day will help to 
provide care for local patients of Severn 
Hospice. 
 

Big changes are planned for the event next 
year and Severn Hospice would welcome 
feedback and comments from anyone who 
is interested in taking part in 2010. 
 

You can see more photos from the day at  
Severn Hospice Flickr page . 
 
For the really serious riders among us it is 
also worth knowing that Severn Hospice 
has organised another cycling challenge for 
next year so look out for details of the 
London - Paris Bike Ride taking place over 
the 10th to 13th of September 2010! 

Victor Brownlees 

http://www.likeaword.co.uk/tgbbr/event.html

