
The players and their brave supporters 
retreated to the bar for well deserved curry 
and chips with all agreeing that, whilst the 
weather had been atrocious the fellowship 
had been grand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team: Sarah Williams, John Lewis, Chris 
Mackrell, Gordon Howdle, Cameron Braid, 
David Sear, Alan West and Dave Edwards. 
 

A report on the Croquet match scheduled for 
нтǘƘ aŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΦ 

Programme for June 2009  

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

2nd June  Club Assembly   

9th June  Fellowship   

16th June  AGM (Audited Accounts)  20th Music From The Heart  

23rd June  Moved to 22nd (Host Hospitality)  Blists Hill Museum  

30th June  Handover Dinner  27th Wellington Carnival  

Katie Harford became the latest member of the 
Rotary Club of Telford Centre when she was 
inducted at our meeting on 19th May. 
 

Katie commented that originally she had come 
along to some of our events to support her 
husband Steve who was considering joining Rotary 
but was so impressed she decided to join instead. 
 

Sonia Roberts who initially brought Steve and Katie 
along to Club explained this had come about 
through a network of Rotary contacts across a 
number of Clubs before President Cameron Braid 
formally welcomed Katie into Rotary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Club Secretary Alison Braid presented Katie with 
her Rotary Pin and Welcome pack. 

Welcome! 

Bowls  

On 20th May the Cleveland Arms, High Ercall was in 
ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
and Telford Centre playing their Crown Green 
Bowls match. With Telford 3-0 in front the final 
match was abandoned with Wellington looking like 
they would gain a consolation victory. 

Mike and Mavis Smith with David and Linda 
Sear at a classic car event organised by the 
Rotary Club of Crewe and Nantwich. 

The event for Macmillan and WaterAid was 
held on 23rd May and Mike's Rolls Royce 
was undoubtedly the star of the show. 

PresidentõsPresidentõs  

Message...Message...  
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5ŀǾƛŘ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻƴ мрǘƘ aŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘ 
but not sombre, as the packed congregation 
at Stourbridge Crematorium heard tributes to 
a life full of fun, laughter and friendship. 

 
 
Rotarian David Stockton 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
1938. Upgraded to First 
Class 26th April 2009. 
 
 
 
 

Gordon Howdle pays this tribute to David. 
 
David was a Founder Member of Telford 
Centre Club and played a significant role in 
the formation of the Club in 1992. 
He remained an active Rotarian. 
 

Over the years David held a number of offices 
including President, Treasurer and Chair of 
the International Committee, in which 
capacity he organised the supply of books to 
schools in Poland at a time when they were 
particularly needed, an initiative of which he 
was justifiably proud. 
 

In addition to his Rotary activity David 
devoted a great deal of time to forwarding 
the interests of his old school, Rossall Public 
School in Lancashire and was Chairman of 
Governors at the time of his death. 
 

Having gained a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering he held a number of senior jobs 
in the Midlands Area and was Engineering 
Manager for Bischof and Klein in Telford at 
the time of his retirement five years ago. 
 

David Stockton was a gregarious man, with a 
natural gift for forming lasting friendships, he 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
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problematical than seems fair. Without 
exception all Young Enterprise companies 
go through bad patches when things donôt 
go quite to plan. 
 
Itôs at times like these that it would be easy 
to quit. However one company 
experienced difficulties such as mass 
resignations and sackings leaving them with 
only two remaining members, but they still 
made it through to the Shropshire Final 
learning a lot about running a 
business along the way. 

 
 

This year the winners of 
the óTrue Gritô award were 
óSevernô from the Idsall 
School, Shifnal. 

The Young Enterprise-Shropshire 9th 
Celebration of Achievements Awards 
evening was held at the Park Inn, 
Telford on Wednesday 6th May. The event, 
which we have supported for a number of 
years, attracted a large number of sponsors 
and the 12 finalists were drawn from 10 
schools across the county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The evening focused on the óCompany 
Programmeô aimed at 15 to 19 year olds. 
Students set up and run their own 
company over one academic year. They 
elect a board of directors, raise share 
capital and market and finance a product or 
service. At the end of the year they 
liquidate the company and present a 
report and accounts.  
 

A number of prizes were awarded including  
Best Trade Fair, Best Company Report, 
Best Presentation, Best Product or Service, 
Excellence in Design, True Grit, Best Team 
Company, Best Overall Company, Best 
Customer Service and Best use of IT. 
 
The keynote speaker was WaterWorld 
entrepreneur Mo Chaudry, whose talk was 
both entertaining and inspiring.  
 

The óTrue Gritô award which we sponsor is 
given to the company displaying tenacity, 
determination and courage in the face of 
adversity to deliver a successful business 
model. 
 

Nobody promised setting up a company 
and running it successfully would be easy 
but sometimes it proves to be even more  

On Saturday 9th May Linda Peach,  
Cameron and Alison Braid joined Ironbridge 
Rotarians at Telford Shopping Centre to 
persuade hundreds of shoppers to have 
their blood pressure checked as part of a 
campaign of action across the UK aimed at 
raising awareness of the risk of suffering a 
stroke. The day run in conjunction with The 
Stroke Association proved very successful. 

Katie Harford, not yet a Rotarian, did more 
than any of us though spending over 2 
hours actually checking shoppersô blood 
pressure and recommending the 
appropriate course of action! Katie was 
joined by her husband Steve who ensured 
she was supplied with food and drink to 
keep her going. 

 

High blood pressure is the 
biggest risk factor for stroke 
and 40% of strokes could 
be prevented if more 
people were aware of their 
high blood pressure and 
received treatment and/or 
made lifestyle changes. 

 

At our meeting on 12th May we were joined 
by  D is t r i c t  1210  In te rna t iona l 
Committee Chair Alan Holdcroft who gave 
us an update on the District óPump Aidô 
challenge. Alan told us that Clubs across 
the District had raised £7,000 to date and 
that a District Matching Grant had doubled 
this to £14,000. 
 
It is especially encouraging to report that 
$7,000 has been donated by the Rotary 
Club of Linz-Sud, District 1920, Austria as 
this demonstrates the true internationality of 
Rotary. 
 
Together with a further Rotary Foundation 
Matching Grant the final total given to Pump 
Aid is likely to exceed £32,000 which will 
make a huge difference to the lives of very 
many people living in Zimbabwe. 
 
Alan told us how impressed he was that a 
small Club such as ours had made the 
largest contribution in the District and how 
delighted he was to receive a cheque for 
£1,000 towards such a worthy cause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club President Cameron Braid hands over 
the £1,000 cheque to District Officer Alan 
Holdcroft. 

 
MUSIC FROM THE  HEART 

Also on 12th May we were joined by Geoff 
Avis, a friend of Rotary, who came along to 
tell us about his latest challenge. Geoff, 
who has a heart condition, is organising a 
concert to raise money for much needed 
equipment at the Princess Royal Hospital.  
 

The concert will start at 7.30pm on 20th 
June 2009 at The Old Hall School in 
Wellington with what Geoff described as a 
fantastic line-up of local talent. Vocalist 
Mandy, Karl Memphis (Elvis tribute), the 
Morningside Singers, the Windsor Singers 
and The Telfordaires Barbershop Harmony 
Chorus of which Geoff is a member. 
 

Tickets are just Ã6 and Geoff says óthe 
concert will provide the audience with a 
wonderful evening of entertainment and 
raise much needed funds for the new 
Echocardiograph machine that is needed 
for Telford heart patients.ô An echo machine 
provides detailed images of the structure, 
valves and pumping action of the heart. 
 

£70,000 of the £71,000 needed has been 
raised and Geoffôs aim is to raise the final 
£1,000 through ticket sales so please do 
your best to support this worthy cause and 
encourage friends and family to do likewise. 
 

For concert tickets please phone 01952 
641237 or 248638. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the night we decided to boost Geoffôs 
fundraising by donating a cheque for £50 to 
get him started. 


