
Programme for July 2009  

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

7th July  Business Meeting 9th Bowls v Shrewsbury Darwin 

14th July  Fellowship  

21st July  Speaker - Katie Harford (provisional) 26th Car Boot Sale 

28th July  Fellowship  

The nightôs finale was provided by 2 musicians 
dressed in Victorian garb who entertained 
guests from near and far with their renditions 
of well known old songs such as ñWhere did 
you get that hat?ò, ñWotcher - Knocked óem in 
the Old Kent Roadò and ñDonôt Dilly Dally on 
the wayò. 
 

Iôm not convinced Ironbridge RCôs guests from 
places as far afield as India, Chile and Brazil 
understood what they were hearing but our 
American and Scottish visitors joined in 
heartily enough! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the show drew to a close and our fellow 
Rotarians made their way to the coach for the 
journey back to Birmingham all agreed it had 

been the best Host Hospitality event ever. 
 

Thanks to Gordon Howdle and Alan West for 
arranging this and to Ironbridge RC for the terrific 
organisation but special thanks to those Club 
members who helped make the evening such a 
tremendous success David Sear and his wife Linda, 
Katie Harford, Dave Edwards and my wife Alison. 

Wellington Carnival-2009 
I woke on Saturday 27th June after a night of heavy 
rain to overcast skies and canôt say I was looking 
forward to the Wellington Carnival that afternoon. 
However a commitment is a commitment and so.... 
 

Needless to say my fears proved unfounded as the 
sun broke through the clouds and by the time the 
carnival procession arrived at the Bowring Park 
Dave Edwards, Mike Smith, Sarah Williams, Alison 
Braid and myself had been joined by prospective 
member Tania Mukherjee to raise as much money 
as possible for the Club Charity Fund. 

After much hard work and hilarity we raised just 
over £100 making it a very worthwhile outing! 

A report on the Handover dinner at the Grove 
House Hotel will appear in next monthôs Bulletin. 

PresidentõsPresidentõs  

Message...Message...  
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July 2009July 2009July 2009    My final message as President for 2008/09 
must start with a massive thank you to 
everyone at the Club for making the year such 
a successful one. 
 

Whilst I reflect with great sadness on the loss 
of two of our longest serving members during 
the year I also take great pride in the many 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
last 12 months. 
 

άLŦ Ƴȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
anything I hope it will be that we will have 
done a few things well, have served others as 
best we can and enjoyed ourselves in the 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƭŀǎǘ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
to say I believe my hopes have been fulfilled. 
 

There were many highlights during the year 
including the introduction of the Club Lotto 
Draw which has been a brilliant fundraiser 
bringing pleasure to many but particularly 
{ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ 
 

My personal favourites include collecting 
tents in the rain after the V Festival, 2 outings 
at the Wellington Carnival in 1 Rotary year, 
meeting Nick Owen at the Shropshire Night 
organised by Wellington Rotary Club, a terrific 
Christmas meal at the Old Orleton, kangaroo 
dipping with a RYLA candidate, the Burns 
bƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ !ƭƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Tam O'Shanter, ten pin bowls v Oswestry, the 
Tree of Light Presentation evening, croquet 
on the lawn and finally cream teas with 
visiting Rotarians from Scotland and the USA. 
 

If nothing else I also lost over 2 stone during 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΗ 
 

My best wishes go to Gill for a successful year 
in 2009/10. Good luck Madam President. 
 

Cameron 
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On 27th May we took on Wellington RC in the 
District Croquet competition in what turned out to 
be one of the highlights of the sporting calendar. 
 

The team of Alison and Cameron Braid, Katie 
Harford, Sonia Roberts, Mike Smith and Sarah 
Williams were ably supported by David and Linda 
Sear and whilst we succumbed to a narrow 4-2 
defeat we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
 

Before the match started all the players received 
some tuition from a member of the Shrewsbury 
Croquet Club who then kindly acted as referee. 
 

As the contest got under way it was clear that our 
opponents were seeking revenge for their loss at 
bowls the week before and Sarah and Katie went 
down 7-4 in the opening match despite some 
sterling work from both. 
 

Alison and Mike bounced back with a 7-5 victory 
as we gradually worked out the required tactics: 
never mind getting through the hoop just belt the 
oppositionôs balls as far away as possible. With 
the match poised at 1 apiece Sonia and 
Cameron lost out at the last peg also by 7-5 so at 
the break the match score was 2-1 to Wellington. 

Following a nice cup of tea the final 3 matches 
saw a repeat of the overall score with Sonia and 
Cameron winning the first 7-5 to tie the scores at 
2-2 before Alison & Mike and Sarah & Katie went 
down 7-5 in very even contests. 
 

Both teams then retired to the Old Bell on Abbey 
Foregate for a delicious chicken curry or 
vegetarian equivalent and a well earned drink 
whilst those interested in the footie were able to 
check up on Man Utd v Barcelona in the 
European Champions League final which turned 
out to be not quite such a close contest as ours! 

A number of club members and friends 
attended a concert at the Old Hall School in 
Wellington on 20th June to raise £1,000 for a 
new Echocardiograph machine for the Princess 
Royal Hospital. Geoff Avis who organised the 
event recently came to Club to publicise it and 
received a cheque to help kick-start his 
fundraising efforts. 
 

On the night over 200 people were in the 
audience and the money raised exceeded £1,900 
by way of generous individual donations, ticket 
sales and the raffle. Even the Buckets at the end 
did well!. 
 

The two performances by The Telfordaires 
Barbershop Harmony Chorus of which Geoff is a 
member were undoubtedly the highlight of a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Croquet on the lawn   

MUSIC FROM THE  HEART 

Monday 22nd June and Host Hospitality is in full 
swing across the region. 
 

David Sear travelled by coach to Birmingham 
with members of Ironbridge Rotary Club to collect 
our guests whilst the other members of Telford 
RC involved in hosting gathered at the M54 
services near Shifnal to greet them on arrival. 
 

Once all were safely gathered in we set off in 
convoy to our Madeley Court base for Cream 
Teas in the bar where we learned more about our 
guests and their roles in Rotary. 

Milan Jackson was born in Walsall but 
departed these shores aged 5 months and he 
and Sheila now live in Townsend, 
Massachusetts, USA. Milan is a Past President 
(ó96-ô97) of the Rotary Club of Bedford, 
Massachusetts, District 7910. 

Our other visiting Rotarians were from District 
1020 covering southern Scotland. 
 

Keith Bruce is 2008-09 President of the Rotary 
Club of Kirkcudbright. Keith was joined on the 
trip by his wife, Margaret. 

Keith Best from Newton Stewart Rotary Club is 
District Governor Nominee and will be District 
Governor in 2011-12. 

Keith presented members of Telford RC with 

District 1020 lapel badges in the form of a map 
of Scotland much to President Cameronôs 
delight! 

After tea and scones the group headed to 
Ironbridge and after a brief stop at the famous 
bridge we made our way to Blists Hill Victorian 
town. 
 

Soon we were off exploring the town and 
venturing into a number of the shops that had 
been kept open especially for us. 

The tour culminated in our arrival at the Forest 
Glen Refreshment Pavilion where we were 
served a delicious meal of fish and chips 
followed by apple pie. 


