
Programme for July & August 2008 

 1st  July  Handover to Club President 2008 -09  Meal at Grove House Hotel  

8 th  July  Bowls v Ironbridge (Meeting moved)  Cricket at Barlaston 9 th  July  

15 th  July  Fundraising Discussion  RYLA w/c 13 th  July  

22 nd  July  District Governor visit ï John B Barker    

29 th  July  Speaker -  Anne -Marie Davies (MacMillan)    

5 th  Aug  Fellowship    

12 th  Aug  Business Meeting    

19 th  Aug  Speaker ï Freya Glendinning (RYLA, tbc)  V Festival 18 th  Aug  

26 th  Aug  No Meeting  Summer Bank Holiday  

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

Great Big Bike Ride,  

Sunday 31 August 2008  

What is it?  

The Great Big Bike Ride began with a casual 
conversation between Peter Bird of The Bicycle Hub 
and Paul Cronin back in 2007. Both are keen cyclists 
and were looking for ways to encourage people to get 
on their bikes and explore Shropshire, Telford and 
Wrekin through the excellent network of cycle paths 
available. 
 

As Chief Executive of Severn Hospice Paulôs 
thoughts quickly turned to fundraising opportunities 
and an event was born. On 23 September 2007 a 
motley crew of 67 riders arrived at Blists Hill Victorian 
Town in the Ironbridge Gorge to undertake a 
sponsored 12 mile ride. 
 

Following positive feedback from the participants the 
event quickly began to snowball. Other partners came 
on board ï in particular Telford Centre Rotary Club 
and Shropshire CTC ï and new routes were added to 
suit different abilities. 
 

The 2008 event takes place on Sunday 31 August 
and registration is now open. The Great Big Bike Ride 
2008 still features that original 12 mile route but has 
been expanded to include three further routes ï 26 
miles, 100km and 100 miles.  
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July 2008July 2008July 2008    I start my year looking forward to the Club 
continuing the success it has enjoyed in 
recent years under the stewardship of Sarah, 
Gordon, Linda and Sonia, the 4 Presidents in 
the years since I joined. I have to say I still 
think of myself as a relative newcomer to 
Rotary and as such find my new role 
somewhat daunting but with their and your 
support I hope we can continue to build on our 
recent accomplishments.  
 

You might have noticed I used the word 
stewardship rather than leadership in my 
previous paragraph and that was quite 
ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
leadership being the prerogative of the Club 
President. In any case  I suspect leading 
Rotarians is a bit like herding cats. I believe it is 
for the members of the Club to run it and any 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ άLέ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  
 

LŦ άƳȅέ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
I hope it will be that we will have done a few 
things well, have served others as best we can 
and enjoyed ourselves in the process. I think 
ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ {ŜƭŦέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ Ƴƻǘǘƻ 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ 
άaŀƪŜ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ wŜŀƭέ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜ 
and I hope to do just that through my 
sponsored slim to raise money as part of the 
2008-9 District PUMP AID Project . If I can 
achieve my fundraising target of £250 to 
enable the purchase of a water pump  for a 
school in Africa I will be satisfied with that. 
 

I am looking forward to being President and 
working with all the Club members. For my 
part I shall try to chair our meetings efficiently 
and with good grace and humour. If I manage 
to avoid upsetting anyone I suspect I will be a 
unique President in the history of our Club so I 
apologise in advance for all future faux pas. 
Cameron  

Rotary Club of Telford Centre  
 
President: Rotarian Cameron Braid  
 
Meets at: Clarion Hotel Madeley Court,  
Telford every Tuesday 6.00 for 6.30pm  
except after Bank Holidays  
Telephone: 01952 680068  
 
Internet: www.telfordcentrerotary.org.uk  
email: info@telfordcentrerotary.org.uk  
 
Secretary: Alison Braid  
Telephone: 01952 240598  
email: cameron@snoopy2001.freeserveco.uk  
 
Bulletin Editor: Barbara King  
Telephone: 01952 258377  
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With acknowledgement to the 

Rotary Club of Altrincham 

whose award winning Bulletin 

inspired this design. 



Meetings...  
Tour of Severn Hospice  

On 17th June we were invited 
for a tour of the new Telford & 
Wrekin Hospice shortly before it 
opened to overnight patients. 
The visit replaced our normal 
meeting and was well attended. 
Members were very impressed 
with the new facilities and 
thanked staff for their kindness 
before retiring to  the Pheasant 
Inn in Admaston for a well 
deserved supper. 

Business Meeting  
On Tuesday 24th June, the Club 
held its last Business Meeting for 
the Rotary year. 
Treasurer David Price 
provided a breakdown of the 
Club Accounts showing both 
incoming and outgoing 
transactions over the past 12 
months although he explained 
that these were yet to be 
finalised and would be the 
subject of an independent audit 
carried out by David Sear. 
Following further updates David 
Price later confirmed that the 
closing balances for the Rotary 
year are Current £151.77 and 
Charity £823.26 and any further 
monies received will be banked 
in the next Rotary year. 
The meeting discussed the 
question of Club subscriptions 
for the coming year and agreed 
that these should rise to £90 p.a. 
or by the equivalent of £1 p.m. to 
look at it another way. 

District Quiz Final 

A weakened team entered the 
quiz final at Penkridge and 
unfortunately came up a little 
short on the night although they 
put up a valiant effort. We 
eventually finished 10th and as 
over 160 teams originally 
entered this was felt to be not a 
bad effort for a small club. 

Rotary Year 

2007ñ2008 
 

The book is 
closed.... 
The year is 
done, 
The pages full 
Of tasks begun, 
A little joy.... 
A little care 

Along with 
dreams 
Are written there, 
This new day 
brings 
Another year, 
Renewing hope.... 
Dispelling care. 
And may we find 
Before the end 
A deep content.... 
Another friend. 

Out and 

about...  

Cricket Final 

On a glorious Sunday morning 
in June, the 8th to be exact, 
our Club ventured into its first 
sporting final for some time. 
Yes we had somehow made 
the District Cricket final for 
last year but it had been 
carried over to this allowing us 
plenty of time to dream....... 

Audley were our opponents 
and on the day proved simply 
too strong although we did 
have the ómanô of the match, 
as voted for by the opposition, 
in Gill Eatough - opening bat 
and demon bowler (she also 
provided the kit!). Oh well, on 
to this yearôs tournament and 
the chance to shine when we 
play at Barlaston on July 9th. 

Kids Out 

The Club escorted 11 youngsters 
from Southall School to the Rotary 
óKids Outô event held again this year 
at Drayton Manor Theme Park. 

Dave Edwards, Sarah Williams, 
Barbara King and President Sonia, 
had a wonderful day escorting the 
year 7 students (those are 1st years) 
at the theme park. Dave was a 
complete star by opting to take 
those that dared on some of the 
most thrilling and scary rides, 
Barbara was pleased to play a 
safety role by choosing to stay with 
her feet firmly on the ground, Sarah 
provided an excellent picnic lunch 
which went down a storm and 

President Sonia was elected to go 
on the water flume!  

 


