
Programme for January / February 2010  

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

5 th  January  No Meeting   

12 th  January  2nd Round District Quiz  Hosted by Telford RC  

19 th  January  Business Meeting   

26 th  January  Speaker -  Richard Bifield  
ñ2000 Years of Telford in 45 
minutesò  

2nd  February  Fellowship    

9 th  February  Business Meeting    

16 th  February  
Speaker Debra Cadman, 
Nanhi Kali project  

 ñThe Nanhi Kahli Projectò 

23 rd  February  Business Meeting  27 th  óThanks For Lifeô events 

   

Xmas Quiz  
1. In the song 12 days of Christmas, how 

many ladies are dancing? 

2. Who was the first British monarch to 
broadcast a Christmas message to the 
nation? 

3. On which date is Epiphany celebrated in 
the traditional Western calendar? 

4. The Christmas tree on display in 
Trafalgar Square in London is an annual 
gift to the UK from which country? 

5. In which year was "Feed the World" 
released for the second time in time for 
Christmas and sung by Band Aid II? 

6. When singing the "12 days of Christmas" 
in its entirety how many gifts are given in 
total? 

7. Which well known actor died on 
Christmas Day in 1977? 

8. Which popular poem was alternatively 
known as A Visit from St Nicholas? 

9. Who wrote the Christmas story, "The 
Snowman"? 

10.And finally one from the Xmas Cracker 
collection - What is Santa's favourite 
pizza? 

Answers inside at bottom of Page 2!  

A large,  very loud American goes into a bar 
in Glasgow . "I hear tell all you Scotch 
people are real hard drinkers." he says in a 
big booming voice, "Now you folks just don't 
know what hard drinking is! Why I'll wager a 
bet with any man to drink 20 shots of 
whisky one after the other and give you 
$500 dollars if you can do it." 
 

No-one takes up the challenge. One bloke 
even leaves!"Well, there ya go, sure proves 
my point!" the American says disgustedly. A 
few minutes later the guy who left comes in 
and says "Hey Big Man, is that bet still on?" 
  
"Sure as hell is!" and he orders a line up of 
20 glasses of whisky. The man runs along 
the bar, grabbing each glass and throwing 
back the contents, to huge cheers and the 
astonishment of the American. The 
American of course tries to do it as well, but 
can't pass the 17th, so he gives the bloke 
the $500."Tell me," slurs the Yank, "where 
did you go before you (hic!) came back in 
again." "Eh? och aye" says the man 
pocketing the bills, "I went tae another pub 
just tae make sure that ah could dae it!" 
 

Happy Hogmanay to all our readers! 

And Finally........... 
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January 2010January 2010January 2010    First of all let me wish you all a Very Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful 2010. This month 
we hosted a visit from DG Lynne Deavin and 
Maurice Cryer which was pleasant and thank 
you for the turnout. I think our view of Rotary 
and the gender issue is stronger than at 
District and we debated the issue of clubs still 
being male only and whether this may be the 
key to falling numbers. Lynne told me her 
club recognised the important role women 
played in securing their future and I think we 
all agree Telford Centre enjoy being a mixed 
club. I still question if the powers that be in 
Rotary want to see change on a larger scale! 
 

I want to thank Linda for her hard work and 
support of the public speaking competition at 
aŀŘŜƭŜȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
gained greater confidence and self-esteem 
from taking part. I must also thank Alan for 
acting as Question Master a task he 
performed with enthusiasm and humour! 
 

We managed a crushing defeat in the snooker 
but thanks to all the team who took part - 
there is always next year!! We are still in the 
ten pin bowls so must not give up hope of 
further success with our sports!! 
 

I really enjoyed our Christmas Meal and the 
food was good and the company even better. 
I apologise for the table arrangement but the 
solution of moving the chaps led to lots of 
fellowship and a great atmosphere. 
 

So, we do not meet until 12th January 2010 
when we host the next round of the District 
vǳƛȊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
hopefully the team will have recovered from 
Christmas excess and be in fine form! 
 

All the best to you and yours this Christmas - 

        President Gill 
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With acknowledgement to the 

Rotary Club of Altrincham 
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If you would like to learn more about 
Rotary or to attend one of our  
meetings please contact the Club 
Secretary via the telephone number 
or email address shown above.  



On Thursday 3rd December the first  
Annual Academy Public Speaking  
Competition for Years 7, 8 and 9 was 
held  at Madeley Academy.  
 

The competition based on Rotary Youth 
Speaks gave younger students from 
Madeley Academy, Sandwell Academy 
and Thomas Telford School the chance 
to  compete in public debate with  
prizes on offer for Best Speaker from 
each school as well as for the Best Team 
on the night. The Best Speaker trophies  
were donated by our Club and Linda 
Peach went along to present them on 
our behalf. Also in attendance was Alan 
West who asked each team a  
challenging question relating to their 
chosen topic.  
 

Linda is pictured presenting shields to 
the Best Speaker from each of the three 
schools.  

 
 

 

Our opening meeting in December was 
marked by a visit from District 1210ôs 
first ever female DG, Lynne Deavin  
accompanied by AG Maurice Cryer.  
 

Lynne spoke eloquently about the need 
to put recruiting new members high on 
the agenda of all clubs and about the 
progress made in setting up a new Club 
in Eccleshall.  
 

The new club will be dual gender and 
this led to a lively discussion about what 
could be done about those clubs which 
remain closed to lady members.  
 

Maurice expressed the view that  
eventually all clubs will be truly mixed 
and Lynne agreed although she felt 
there was still some way to go before 
this would be achieved.  
 

The evening was run on informal lines 
and Lynne answered questions on a 
wide range of topics before President 
Gill Eatough brought the meeting to a 
close by proposing a toast of thanks to 
both our distinguished guests.  

District Governor Visit  Public Speaking  
Quiz Answers 

1. 9 
2. George the Fifth (in 1932) 
3. 6th January 
4. Norway 
5. 1989 
6. 364 
7. Charlie Chaplin 
8. óTwas The Night before Christmas  
9. Raymond Briggs 
10. One that's deep pan, crisp and even. 

This year we returned to The Old Orleton 
in Wellington to find that things had 
changed since last year and instead of 
all sitting together at one long table we 
were placed at tables of four. To start 
with partners sat together but it was 
agreed that the men would rotate after 
each course ensuring everyone had the 
chance to talk to a number of different 
people throughout the course of the  
evening.  

 
 
Gordon and 
Mike enjoy a 
drink in the 
bar.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
L inda, 
M i k e 
a n d 
Sarah. 
 
 

M u s i c a l 
chairs as 
Tony Peach 
visits yet 
a n o t h e r 
t a b l e  
b e t w e e n 
courses.  
 

Tony looks 
on as Gill 
sums up the 
year and 
reflects on 
what a good 
night weôve 
enjoyed!  

Monday 14th December saw us once 
again take on The Wrekin RC at the Sir 
John Bailey Club and Iôm afraid the 
 result was as predictable as Dave  
Edwards offer to resign as Sports Officer 
each year! Despite drafting in new  
Honourary Member Geoff Avis we went 
down 5 frames to 1. Dave put up a  
sterling fight as always and he and 
Sarah Williams not only won our only 
frame but came very close to making it 2 
on the night.  

Geoff pondering his next move as he 
and Cameron succumbed to a second 
straight defeat.  
 

The fellowship was excellent as was the 
buffet of sandwiches, sausage rolls, etc. 
and Dave magnanimously wished our 
opponents every success in future 
rounds.  

Snooker 

 
 Christmas Dinner 


