Telford through the ages Burns Night Lives On!

development of the area during the
period now known as the Industrial
Revolution.

Richard with President Gill

Richard mentioned many well known
landmarks but also covered many lesser
known in equal depth and the revelation
that the father of the Bronte sisters lived
in the area before moving north
surprised all of us.

Needless to say the evening was
enjoyed by all as evidenced by the
numerous questions afterwards and
David Sear spoke on behalf of the Club
to deliver our thanks to Richard for a
very entertaining evening.

On Saturday 22nd January to the skirl of

the bagpipes Alison and Cameron Braid
represented our Club -
Telford Caledonian Society Burns

Supper and Dance.

Alison went along to give the Reply Frae

t he Lassieso in a rec
following all the assistance the society

provided to us in hosting our own event

last year to mark the 250th anniversary

of the birth of Robert Burns.

Many in attendance thanked Alison for
her words and assured her that her
speech was the highlight of the evening
although the dancing came a close
second!

The event was held at the Buckatree Hall
Hotel near Wellington with over 80 in
attendance.

Programme for February / March 2010

2" February Fellowship

9" February Business Meeting

16™ February

Speaker - Debra Cadman

AiThe Nanhi Kahl Pr

23" February Business Meeting

271" 6 Thanks For L| fec¢

2" March Tree of Light Dinner Buckatree Hall Hotel

9" March Club Officer elections 11" District Quiz Semi -final
16" March Scatter Week No Meeting

23™ March Speaker Evening

30" March Fellowship

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made
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to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous
Monday .

SERVICE Above Self

January was a strange month as we had
fewer meetings due to new Year and
hosting the District quiz. | am delighted we
got through to the next round of the quiz as
reputations were at stake! | felt we did a
great job hosting the event and | had lots of
compliments about the food and the
welcoming atmosphere of our club so thank
for all your support.

My main concern at the moment is to
ensure we play our part in "Thanks for Life"
and | do hope as many of you as possible
will help collecting at Tesco's on Saturday
27th February and if not at Morrison's on
the 20th. This is a great cause and | hope we
can raise some substantial funds for the
campaign. | do hope local schools will
support the event but the Haiti appeal may
become a problem as many schools are now
raising funds for this terrible disaster.

| was devastated to be knocked out of the
tenpin bowling as | felt we had the
capacity to win - | do believe lending
players and females ones at that to
Wellington may not help our sporting
success!! Thanks to Dave Edwards for doing
a great job getting us organised!

We had a really enjoyable presentation
from Richard Bifield, who never ceases to
amaze me with his knowledge of the
history of Telford, we all sat and listened for
an hour and | could have asked many more
questions.

Well done to Tania for introducing new
guests to the club and | do believe we may
have a new member - can we all try and
introduce someone over the next few
months?

President Gill
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Haiti Disaster Relief

In response to the impact of the massive
earthquake (measured at 7.0 M) which
hit Haiti at 16:53 local time on 12th
January our club has agreed to fund a
ShelterBox for use in the relief effort
currently underway.

Each ShelterBox costs just £490 which
includes delivery to those who need it
but they play a vital part in saving lives
and bringing stability in the aftermath of
the many natural disasters that can
strike anywhere at anytime.

The epicentre of the Haiti quake was
near Léogane, approximately 16 miles
west of Port-au-Prince,
capital. By 24th January the United
States Geological Survey had recorded
at least 52 aftershocks measuring 4.5 or
greater. The International Red Cross
estimated that about three million people
were affected by the quake and the
press reported that 20,000 commercial
buildings and 225,000 residences had
collapsed or were severely damaged and
the number of deaths is estimated at
over 170,000 and rising.

To date 2,500 ShelterBoxes have been
delivered to Haiti via the neighbouring

country of the Dominican republic but

many more are needed and ShelterBox
has launched a major appeal to restock
supplies at its warehouse near Gatwick

Airport for onward distribution.

Shelterbox, founded by Rotarian Tom
Henderson was launched in 2000 as the
millennium project of the Rotary Club of
Helston -Lizard and has grown into an
international disaster relief charity that
delivers emergency shelter, warmth and
dignity to people affected by disaster.
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%  District Quiz %
Our first imeetingo
wasnot qui te what
expected as on our normal club night we
played host to teams from across the
District taking part in Round 2 of this
year 6s qui z.

Our team of President Gill Eatough,
Linda Peach, Alison and Cameron Braid
was ably supported by Dave Edwards,
Alan West, Tania Mukherjee and Mike
Smith and Lindaés
us once again to demonstrate the
breadth of his knowledge - how do we
sign him up for the team?

The evening was a great success with
Madeley Court Hotel doing us proud with
an excellent venue and buffet with bar.

After an closely fought contest with us
making our usual slow start but rallying
to go into the final round with our noses
just in front we eventually finished as
runners -up to Market Drayton who
scored a very creditable 123 points. Our
score of 120 left us just ahead of
Shrewsbury Darwin on 112 with Ludlow
scoring 105 and Whitchurch B bringing
up the rear on 85 points. The good news
is that we have already been informed
that our total is good enough to see us
into this Jinalstobesheldie mi
March!

Derrick Sanders from Wolverhampton
Rotary Club acted as Quizmaster with
his wife Shelia keeping score and both
did an excellent job.

Derrick and Shelia reviewing the
guestions and checking the scores
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The teams in action!

®  TenPin Bowls %

Wellington were the opponents when we
gathered at the bowling alley in Telford
Centre for the latest round of the tenpin
competition. Unfortunately it turned out
to be our last round as a number of us
underperformed on the night and we fell
to defeat by an overall score of 524 to
496!

The difference of 28 might not have been
so hard to take had Wellington not been
a man short and had our Captain, Dave
Edwards not offered to make up the
numbers by allowing Alison Braid who

had come along to support us to play for

the opposition!

Alison went on to score 64 points whilst

her husband, Cameron underwhelmed
everyone by scoring a paltry 51 for
Telford Centre! Meantime Dave himself,
who can always be relied on to break a
hundred recorded his lowest score
within memory - an equally poor (by his
standards) 89!!

For the record our top scorer was Sarah
Williams with a highly respectable 105,

David Sear chipped in with 98, Tania
Mukherjee ( a relative newcomer to the
game) recorded an excellent 78 and
President Gill delivered 75 points. Mike
Smith, left to cheer alone as Alison
carried all before her for Wellington,
didnoét know whet her t

Gill and Tania doing there best to keep
us in the contest!

Whilst Cameron tries to explain where
itdos all

gone

and Sarah and Gill try to keep a
straight face!!!

Telford through the ages!

Our final meeting of the month brought
one of our occasional treats as Richard
Bifield, the now retired Tourism Manager
for the local council, joined us for one of
his very entertaining talks.

This time Richard took us on a 2000 year
+ journey covering the major events and
figures that helped shaped the history of
the area now known as Telford. As
always Richard, who spoke without
notes for almost an hour, proved
fascinating as he walked us through the
first settlers on the Wrekin during the
Bronze Age, mentioned the little known
fact that Wroxeter just along the old A5
was the 4th largest town in Roman
Britain and spoke at length about the
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