
Programme for December / January 2009 

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

1st  December  DG visit -  Lynne  Deavin  3 rd  Public Speaking Contest  

8 th  December  Business Meeting   

15 th  December  Christmas Meal  The Old Orleton, Wellington  

22 nd  December  Fellowship -  TBC  

29 th  December  No Meeting   

5 th  January  No Meeting   

12 th  January  2nd Round District Quiz  Hosted by Telford RC  

19 th  January  Business Meeting   

26 th  January  Speaker -  Richard Bifield  
ñ2000 Years of Telford in 45 
minutesò  

16th November was a good night for our 
Club as we took on Wrekin RC at tenpin 
bowling and won by the comfortable margin 
of 55 points. Unfortunately the camera was 
forgotten and so on this occasion no 
pictorial record is available - we will simply 
have to win again next time out! 

A further 2 copies were provided for the 
school library so that all pupils could benefit 
from the opportunity to look up unfamiliar 
words or learn more about things that 
interest them. 
 

Headteacher, Helen Middleton commented 
on what a superb initiative óDictionary For 
Lifeô is and said how much she looked 
forward to welcoming us each year. 

Tenpin  

Dictionary 4 Life  
Following on from our visit to John Randall 
Primary in July when we distributed 28 
dictionaries to the Year 5 group we returned 
to the school on 20th November when 
President Gill Eatough handed out a further 
29 to the Year 6ôs. 
 

Telford Tree of Light  

On 20th November the 2009 Telford Tree of 
Light was switched on by well known 
actress Gabrielle Drake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
President Gill Eatough together with Dr. 
Barbara Marsh from our chosen charity this 
year, the Lingen Davies Cancer Relief Fund 
joined members of the Tree of Light Trust to 
launch the appeal which last year raised a 
staggering £35,000 for 5 local charities. 
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December 2009December 2009December 2009    My Rotary year is flying along and here we 
are at the half way point! 
 

LΩǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ 
apart from cricket, due to my preference for 
running up and down mountains, but felt as 
President I should do something this year. 

Dave Edwards persuaded me to take part in 
Ten Pin one Monday night and I eventually 
found the Telford Bowling Alley and met our 
team of talented bowlers and opponents 
Wrekin or Wellington - we always play the 
same teams! I really enjoyed it and we won! 
 

Gordon Howdle has done a great job with 
speakers and this ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎΣ ¢ƻƳ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Executive of Shropshire and Telford Hospital 
Trust, was very good and has a real challenge 
managing hospitals and patients across three 
counties. He gave a very balanced view of the 
issues facing our two hospitals and seems, as 
in all public services, to have a ridiculous 
number of performance targets to meet. 
  

Cameron and I distributed dictionaries to Year 
6 children at John Randall School in a morning 
assembly, these were well received by both 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
approach the Head about this and find out 
what we can do to support them in future. 
 

Finally, I attended my first Tree of Light event 
with Gabrielle Drake officiating at the 
switching on ceremony. I invited the chair of 
Lingen Davies to support the event, Dr 
Barbara Marsh, and David Sear introduced us 
to Gabrielle and we had photos taken, one of 
which I believe will be in ROTO this month. 
LΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
charity and it was great to support this very 
worthwhile cause which raises so much 
money each year.  

Best wishes President Gill 

Rotary Club of Telford Centre  
 
President: Rotarian Gill Eatough  
 
Meets at: Madeley Court Hotel,  
Telford every Tuesday 6.00 for 6.30pm  
except after Bank Holidays  
Telephone: 01952 680068  
 
Internet: www.telfordcentrerotary.org.uk  
email: info@telfordcentrerotary.org.uk  
 
Secretary: Alison Braid  
Telephone: 01952 240598  
email: Alison_Braid@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Bulletin Editor: Cameron Braid  
Telephone: 01952 240598  
email: Cameron@snoopy2001.freeserve.co.uk  

With acknowledgement to the 

Rotary Club of Altrincham 

whose award winning Bulletin 

inspired this design. 

If you would like to learn more about 
Rotary or to attend one of our  
meetings please contact the Club 
Secretary via the telephone number 
or email address shown above.  



Monday the 9th saw us taking on last yearôs 
champions Wolstanton in round one of the 
Darts. We could feel hard done to having 
played them away last year losing 5-1. Our 
team of Alan West, John Lewis, David Sear 
(a late sub for the injured Linda Peach), 
Dave Edwards, Cameron Braid and Mike 
Smith started well however with both Alan 
and John notching up early wins. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
John shares a laugh on his  

way to a great win!  

That unfortunately was as good as it got 
with David Sear losing out as our 
opponents proved far more adept at finding 
the doubles needed to close out matches. 
 

Dave Edwards had the misfortune to come 
up against a player good enough to win 
throwing only 12 darts finishing in style with 
a 92 checkout which was simply stunning. 
 

Cameron  and Mike went the way of the two 
David's and the match was lost after just 
over an hour. 4-2 to Wolstanton so an 
improvement on last year but still much 
work to do! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wolstanton were keen to get home before it 
got too late but did stay long enough to 
share a quick bite to eat and some great 
fellowship. 

 

On Wednesday 4th November our snooker 
team played Wellington RC at Minnesota 
Fats in Oakengates. The venue proved an 
excellent choice as we were allocated two 
tables in one corner of the hall enabling us 
to enjoy a good night of social sparring with 
our opponents without too much interruption 
from other visitors to the Club. 
 

Unfortunately due to the short notice in 
finalising the evening of the contest we 
were only able to turnout a team of five. 
Dave Edwards, Cameron Braid, Alan West, 
David Sear and Chris Mackrell. 
 

Dave Edwards played his first match solo 
against two of the better Wellington players 
but came through victorious whilst Cameron  
and David Sear also won their first match 
giving us a 2-nil lead in the best of 6 
matches after the first round of games. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   Dave Edwards amongst the balls  

As the second round got underway Alan 
and Chris put up a great fight but went 
down narrowly whilst Cameron and David 
Sear failed to follow up their initial win as 
their opponents cleared up the colours to 
make the overall score 2-2 going into the 
final round of matches. 
 

Dave Edwards then paired up with Chris for 
an excellent win leaving us 3-2 in front and 
with an overall aggregate lead of 29 points. 
Alan and Cameron at the other table were 
trailing by 23 points at this stage but some 
helpful comments from their teammates 
inspired our final pair to a stirring comeback 
and Alan knocked in a cracking final brown 
enabling Cameron to clear the blue and 
pink to secure an overall 4-2 match victory. 

Snooker  Darts  
services delivered, one good example being 
the specialist Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt 
Orthopaedic Hospital in Oswestry which 
also has a Maternity Unit. 
 

The issue of mortality rates at Mid-Staffs 
Hospital Trust has been a nightmare 
however all statistics on Clinical Quality for 
the Trust are excellent. The standardised 
mortality rate should be at a normal level ï 
the standard measure is 100. 98 is good. 
Mid-Staffs was 125 and had been for a long 
time. The Shrewsbury and Telford Trust 
level is 85, which is the lowest death rate of 
any hospital in the West Midlands. 
Re-admissions should also be at a normal 
level. The trust has the lowest 
re-admissions rate in the West Midlands.  
The Care Quality Commission rates all 392 
organisations in the NHS. Excellent is the 
top score. Only 37 of the 392 are excellent 
and Shrewsbury and Telford is one of them. 
 

When Tom took on his role four years ago  
financial management was assessed as 
óWeakô, it is now measured as óGoodô, which 
is the highest rating it can get whilst still in 
debt. Only 8 of the 392 improved in both 
categories this year Shrewsbury and 
Telford was one of them!  The National 
Patient Safety Initiatives score by site the 
Trust received 18 Excellent scores. 
 

In the Care Quality Commission survey 
90% of respondents rated the care as good 
or excellent and 93% would recommend the 
Trust to others. The Trust receives 10 times 
more positive feedback  than negative. 
 

On the question of the long term future of 
services at the hospitals, Tom said this was 
looked at by clinicians and  2 proposals put 
forward.  It comes down to money. There is 
to be no public consultation until after the 
General Election. Tom is to appoint a 6th 
vascular consultant to provide a county-
wide rota service. None of the changes will 
be implemented before 2012-13 and plans 
for a new hospital may be realised by 2020. 
 

Following a thoughtful Q&A session the 
Vote of Thanks was given by Tania 
Mukherjee. 

On 10th November we were joined by  Tom 
Taylor, Chief Executive of the Shrewsbury 
and Telford Hospital Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom with President Gill Eatough  

Tom introduced himself as a triple-qualified 
accountant and a member of the Institute of 
Directors. He explained the Trust is the 
main provider of acute hospital care for 
500,000 people across Shropshire, Telford 
& Wrekin and Mid Wales. 
 

The Trust was formed in October 2003 
following the merger of two previous NHS 
Trusts (The Princess Royal Hospital NHS 
Trust and the Royal Shrewsbury Hospitals 
NHS Trust). The merger failed in its original 
objective of writing off the £34m debt it 
inherited. In Tomôs view neither of the 
original trusts was big enough to be 
sustainable. He believes that the future of 
the NHS is bigger and bigger Trusts and 
there will be a lot more mergers to come. 
 

In Tomôs opinion Shropshire is not big 
enough to sustain 4 NHS Trusts. In his role 
he has to deal with 3 different Unitary 
Councils and 20 different chief executives 
whereas when he worked in Birmingham he 
had only 6 to deal with. 
 

Tom said he understands why leaders of 
the various local councils fight for their 
parochial services but the political 
positioning does not aid long term decision 
making beneficial to the patients the Trust is 
there to serve. 
 

People tend to think of the Trust as only 
consisting of PRH and RSH, but it runs 
services in 2 countries, employs over 5,000 
people and there are diverse aspects to the 

 


