
November 20th saw  the  launch of 
this year’s Tree of Light appeal. 
 

The lights on the Christmas Tree were 
switched on by the Bishop of Lichfield in 
front of a large crowd of well-wishers with 
local press and radio in attendance. 
 
Paul Booth, Chairman of the Tree of Light 
Committee was pleased to announce that to 
that date approx. £19,000  had been 
collected and that we are on track to beat 
last year’s total of over £33,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bishop of Lichfield, Right Reverend 
Jonathan Gledhill, Sara Thomas from 
Shropshire Macmillan Cancer Support and 
President Cameron Braid at the launch of 
the Telford Tree of Light in Telford Shopping 
Centre. 

Programme for November & December 2008 

 

Apologies for non-attendance at Club meetings should be made 
to Alison Braid (Secretary) no later than 11am on the previous  
Monday . 

In marked contrast to events at the 
snooker our team put in a brilliant 
performance against Shawbury at 
tenpin bowling led by captain Dave 
Edwards who rounded off a superb 
win with a magical 3 strikes on his 
very last end to score an outstanding 
157 points! Dave was ably supported 
by the other members of the team 
resulting in a win by 664 to 531 and 
we now look forward to the next 
round early in December. 

Dave bowls to victory as the rest 
of the team watches on in  
admiration!  
 

2nd December  Scatter week ï No Meeting  3rd Tenpin Bowling  

9th December  Business Meeting  9th Etruria Big Breakfast   

16th December  Xmas Meal Old Orleton   

23rd December  No Meeting   

30th December  No Meeting   

6th January   Speaker -  RYLA candidates   

15th January   District Quiz Round 2   Meeting Moved  

20th January   Business Meeting    

27th January   Burns Night ï The Mill  Black Tie (kilts optional)  

Tenpin  Tree of Light  PresidentõsPresidentõs  

Message...Message... 
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December 2008December 2008December 2008    November started much as October ended 
with one lucky Rotarian winning our regular  
Lotto Draw. This time Sonia Roberts was the 
fortunate recipient of £16 and this was 
followed immediately the next week by Sarah 
Williams who picked up another £8 to go with 
her winnings from last month. All this of 
course paled into insignificance when, whilst 
on a visit to Scotland, I received news that I 
too had won £16 following a rollover the 
week before. Finally to finish the month off in 
style Gordon Howdle had a second £8 win! 
 

My thanks to Linda Peach for organising this 
and a gentle reminder that  those wishing to 
continue playing along should have paid a 
further £13 stake to Sonia Roberts for the 
next quarter by now. Also if we can attract 
more entries we can increase the annual 
income to Club as well as the weekly jackpot 
so please do try to enrol others. 
 

LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ wƻǘŀǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
a Zone Meeting in Bridgnorth, attending The 
²ǊŜƪƛƴ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 
evening raising money for Sense International  
as well as joining Dave Edwards, Linda Peach, 
Sarah Williams and Alison Braid for another 
car boot sale at the end of the month and 
taking part in all of our sporting outings so I 
must confess to looking forward to December 
and a quieter time over the festive period 
although my diet will suffer somewhat when 
we have our Xmas Meal at The Old Orleton 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ LΩƳ 
now under 11½ stone so less than 1 stone to 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ ƛǘ 
will be the hardest to lose.  
 

.Ŝǎǘ ²ƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ 
see at Club beforehand, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

Cameron 
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Meetings...  
Turning to where the money is spent 
Richard described how Foundation focuses 
on a number of key areas such as 
education, health, hunger & human 
development. 
 
District received $75,428 this year from 
Foundation. This provides for ‘Matching 
Grants’, and there is nearly always money 
left over because clubs simply don’t ask for 
enough! 
 
Matching Grants are where a UK club 
partners with a Rotary Club abroad to run a 
project. District Simplified Grants on the 
other hand are an agreement between a 
Club and District, who will match $ for $ the 
Club’s contribution. This can be used for 
smaller local projects such as buying 
equipment for disabled children or providing 
respite breaks for carers. 
 
Finally Richard turned to Polio Plus which 
started in 1985. Since then 2 billion children 
have been vaccinated, 210 countries have 
been declared polio free and only 4 
countries still have a status of endemic. 
 
Much food for thought on the night and the 
Club thanked Richard for a fascinating talk 
that revealed many interesting facts we had 
previously been unaware of. The challenge 
now is to come up with a project which 
could benefit from one of the two grants 
schemes open to us. 

Our first meeting of November saw Richard 
Green from Wolverhampton RC join us to 
talk about Rotary’s own charity, Foundation. 

Richard explained that whilst many myths 
have grown up around Foundation the 
name is simply an Americanism for Charity 
and we should think of it in the same way. 
 
Richard went on to give details of how the 
money received into Foundation is invested 
on a 3-year cycle meaning the interest 
earned covers all the administration costs of 
the scheme so that every penny raised can 
be dedicated to helping those in need. 
 
The good news is that Foundation had 
minimal exposure to any of the institutions 
badly affected by the recent financial crisis 
as a prudent investment approach is 
adhered to and for instance all Polio Plus 
money is held in US Government Reserves. 
 
Richard went on to explain that $118m was 
donated last year, including $3.5m from 
Google and £30m from the Canadian 
Government for Polio Plus. 

District 

Foundation  

Richard Green chair of Humanitarian 
Programmes and a member of District 
1210  Rotary Foundation Committee  

        Snooker 
 

Monday 10th November 2008 may go down 
in the sporting history of our Club as ‘Black 
Monday’.  The team arrived at the Sir John 
Bayley Club in Wellington already aware 
that we were in for a difficult night as our 
opponents from Wrekin RC are known for 
taking their snooker very seriously and we 
knew we faced the sternest of tests. Given 
one player from the Wrekin is a qualified 
referee and the others all turned up armed 
with their personal cues our fears turned out 
to be well placed. However the challenge 

was made all the more difficult following a 
committee decision at the Bayley Club which 
meant only one table was made available to 
us on the night which could have resulted in  
a very long evening for many of us including 
Wrekin’s President who was travelling to 
Bolton immediately after the match! 

In terms of the result it was a night to forget – 
we lost 4-nil, Dave Edwards throwing in the 
towel for the first time in his sporting career 
on the 4th match, to put us out of our misery.  
However, we enjoyed good fellowship and 
were delighted to meet up with John Lewis 
again so the evening wasn’t a total wash out 
after all. 

A review of Club membership revealed 
most of us in the Zone have lost rather 
than gained members this year with 
Wellington the standout exception. 
 
Clubs elsewhere in the District have tried 
different approaches and Newport was 
mentioned in dispatches as having 
gained 4 new members under the age of 
50. Newport now hosts 50% of meetings 
on an informal basis with no meal 
provided and 2 meetings a month 
are devoted to ‘doing things’ which we 
might generally consider as outside of 
’normal’ meeting nights. 
 
Burntwood which has also struggled for 
numbers in recent years has introduced 
Associate Member status with 10 joining 
so far and the prospect that these will 
become full members in future. 
 
We were all encouraged to give serious 
consideration to what we could do 
differently to attract new members. 
  
PDG David Williams update on RI 
Convention 2009 in Birmingham then left 
many in attendance shell-shocked when 
we learnt that to act as a volunteer at the 
NEC you would have to register for the 
Convention at the princely sum of $280 - 
this covers the whole week as no day 
rate is on offer! 
 
David also advised that although there is 
entertainment laid on, e.g. Kathryn 
Jenkins this will need to be paid for on 
top and for example seeing Ms Jenkins 
would set you back a further £25. 
 
Wellington asked many questions about 
hosting visiting Rotarians and transport 
to and from the venue before concluding 
that this was something that needed 
further discussion at Club before any 
decision could be taken on getting 
involved and to what extent. I’ll reserve 
my thoughts for a future Business 
Meeting at Club. 

Cameron 

Dave trying hard to avoid the whitewash 
before sportingly throwing in the towel to 
bring the evening to a relatively early end.  

  News from Zone 
Assistant District Governor Phil Stevenson 
and representatives from across Zone 2 met 
at the Parlors Hall Hotel in Bridgnorth to 
discuss events across the area and get an 
update on the RI Convention being held at 
the NEC next year from PDG David Williams. 
 
The evening started with each Club giving a 
brief overview of recent and upcoming events 
and news that Telford RC were planning both 
a Burns Night and a Sprint Triathlon was 
enthusiastically received. Other Clubs were 
organising events ranging from Fashion 
Shows through Celebrity Evenings to 
Valentine’s Dinners and beyond, providing 
many ideas we could look at taking forward 
in our own small way. 


